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Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the contributions of Lieu-
tenant Logan O’Shea, United States Navy,
during his service as a legislative fellow in my
Washington, DC office this year. Throughout
2022, Logan has played a critical role in sup-
porting my work on the House Armed Services
Committee and representing the proud Navy
community in Eastern Connecticut.

As Chairman of the House Seapower and
Projection Forces Subcommittee, which has
the solemn, critical duty of overseeing much of
our nation’s Navy, Marine Corps, and various
Air Force programs and policies. Year in, and
year out, the Department of Defense’s legisla-
tive fellowship program brings highly talented
junior officers to Capitol Hill that provide in-
valuable benefits to Members of the House
and Senate to the defense committees. Offi-
cers, like Logan, bring real-world experience
from their time in the classroom at the various
academies and experiences from their time
serving on active duty. This year, as our sub-
committee once again considered our ap-
proach to critical shipbuilding programs, ship-
building industrial base development, and
Navy and Marine Corps readiness through the
Fiscal Year 2023 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, Logan provided exquisite judgement
in navigating the landscape of crafting such a
large and critical piece of legislation.

Logan has also seized initiative in a variety
of areas beyond naval affairs that benefit
Eastern Connecticut. He worked tirelessly to
provide insight in our Navy’s planned ship-
building programs, communicated with leader-
ship at Naval Submarine New London to im-
prove the quality of life on base, and drafted
policy to examine how we can better improve
the lives of our Navy civilian workers on var-
ious installations. He also served as the staff
lead for the Friends of Australia Caucus and
the AUKUS Working Group, both of which |
serve as co-chair, ensuring that the ties be-
tween our countries remain as strong as ever.
This is of special importance as our two na-
tions continue to develop key priorities in sup-
port of the AUKUS security agreement to en-
sure a free and open Indo-Pacific. Logan’s
work to coordinate with the Executive Branch,
other Members of Congress, and the Aus-
tralian and British Embassies has facilitated
new partnerships in support of our shared
principles. In particular, he participated in
drafting H.R. 8073, a bill establishing a joint
training pipeline between the U.S. Navy and
the Royal Australian Navy to enable the
AUKUS effort to create a nuclear-powered
submarine force. This bill was later adopted as
part of the Fiscal Year 2023 NDAA.

Logan’s work ethic, diligence, intelligence,
and first-hand experience as a Nuclear Sur-
face Warfare Officer made an immediate ben-
efit and memorable impact on my office and
subcommittee staff. After traveling across the
world with tenures on the USS Carney (DDG
64) and USS Nimitz (CVN 68), | am thankful
for his family’s tremendous sacrifice to our na-
tion and for landing in Washington for the cur-
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rent phase of their life. Though Logan’s pres-
ence will be deeply missed by both my per-
sonal staff and Seapower staff, | know full-well
that he will make his presence known as he
heads to the Surface Warfare Officer Depart-
ment Head Course at Naval Station Newport
in Rhode lIsland.

Madam Speaker, as has also been the case
for each of his predecessors that my office
has had the opportunity to host, | have bene-
fited greatly from Logan’s training and back-
ground. This recurring process that the fellow-
ship program fosters, strengthens civilian-mili-
tary understanding for future leaders of the
greatest military in the world, which | believe
is a necessary component of a strong democ-
racy. Our nation is best served at sea and
here onshore by officers and leaders of the
highest caliber like Logan. He embodies such
qualities and has a promising career ahead in
continued service to our Nation, and we owe
him such gratitude. To that end, | ask that the
House join me in wishing LT Logan O’Shea,
his spouse Megan, and their dog Murphy, the
best of luck in their next life chapter, particu-
larly as they welcome their first born into the
world.
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Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker,
from the 24th District of the great State of
Florida, | rise today to honor Pulitzer Prize-
winning columnist, journalist, and novelist,
Leonard Pitts, Jr. Mr. Pitts is the recipient of
the 2022 5000 Role Models of Excellence Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom and Justice
Award.

A native of Southern California, Pitts en-
tered the University of Southern California at
15 through a special honors program and
graduated summa cum laude with a degree in
English at age 19.

Upon graduation, he worked as a freelance
music reviewer for a broad range of publica-
tions. He wrote scripts for the award-winning
documentary films King: From Atlanta to the
Mountaintop (1986), Who We Are (1988), and
Young Black Men: A Lost Generation (1990).
He served as a staff writer for the music
countdown show American Top 40 and its leg-
endary host, Casey Kasem, from 1989 to
1991. In 1991, he was hired as a music critic
by the Miami Herald and began writing com-
mentary in 1995.

He is perhaps best known for his twice-
weekly syndicated columns that tackle the
race, politics, and culture. He won the 2007
Pulitzer Prize in Commentary “for his fresh, vi-
brant columns that spoke, with both passion
and compassion, to ordinary people on often
divisive issues.”

Other awards include first place for com-
mentary in division four in the American Asso-
ciation of Sunday and Feature Editors’ Ninth
Annual Writing Awards competition; three Na-
tional Association of Black Journalists’ Awards
of Excellence; and NABJ’s 2008 Journalist of
the Year. He is a five-time recipient of the At-
lantic City Press Club’s National Headliners
Award and a seven-time recipient of the Soci-
ety of Professional Journalists’ Green Eye-
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shade Award. In 2001, he received the Amer-
ican Society of Newspaper Editors prestigious
Award for Commentary Writing and was
named Feature of the Year in the column writ-
ing division by Editor and Publisher magazine.
In 2002, the National Society of Newspaper
Columnists awarded Pitts its inaugural Col-
umnist of the Year award; in 2016, it named
him to its Hall of Fame. In 2002 and in 2009,
GLAAD Media awarded Pitts the Outstanding
Newspaper Columnist award. In 2017, he was
awarded the Missouri Honor Medal and has
received four honorary doctorates. The father
of five is the author of four novels and has
also written nonfiction books.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Leonard Pitts, Jr.
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Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize my longtime Chief of
Staff, Mr. Murat Gokcigdem. He is leaving the
Hill this month after 29 years of service to the
House of Representatives.

Prior to coming to my office, Mr. Gokcigdem
attended West Virginia University in Charles-
ton, earning his bachelor's and his master’s
degree in International Public Policy. He then
began his career as a Hill staffer working for
Congressmen Jim Moody and Tom Barrett. He
worked his way from Special Assistant to Leg-
islative Director before joining my staff. He has
since served in my Washington, DC office for
over 21 years. He began as my Legislative Di-
rector in 2001 and quickly demonstrated a
deep understanding of the legislative process
and inner workings of Capitol Hill. His success
in that role led me to promote him to Chief of
Staff, where he has long advised me on all
communications, legislative, and administrative
issues and managed my DC and district office
staff.

Murat has been a constant companion for
those 21 years, probably more so than he
ever imagined. | would not have made it this
long in this job without his counsel. | call him
at all hours of the day and night, make seem-
ingly impossible requests, and rely on him in
part for every aspect of my Congressional op-
eration.

Murat has also served as a resource for
Legislative Directors, Chiefs of Staff, and
schedulers from all over the Hill, particularly
for those serving the Congressional Black
Caucus and the Texas delegation. They know
that if they have a question, Murat has an an-
swer.

Murat’'s presence in my office has greatly
improved my capacity to serve the constitu-
ents of TX-30 and supported the professional
development of those who have worked for
me.

| want to thank him and his family, his wife
Elin and his children Ela and Elif, for his serv-
ice, his counsel, and most importantly, his
friendship over the years.
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